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Holiday Treats
The holidays are a great time to come together with
family in the kitchen, making special treats. Southern
Adventist University First Lady Cherie Smith was kind
enough to share a tasty holiday recipe she makes for
her family. Enjoy, and happy holidays!
Saltine Toffee
37 Saltine cracker squares
1 cup butter, cubed
¾ cup white sugar
2 cups (12 oz) semisweet chocolate chips
1 square (1 oz) white baking chocolate
1 tsp shortening
Place crackers in a single layer in a foil-lined, 15 x 10
x 1-inch cookie sheet.
In a saucepan, bring butter and sugar to a boil.
Reduce heat, simmer uncovered for 5-6 minutes or
until mixture is thickened and sugar is completely
dissolved. Spread over crackers.
Calendar
December
14 | Christmas Break
Begins
21 | University Offices
Close for Holidays
24 | Christmas Eve
Service at
Collegedale Church
25 | Christmas Day
January
2 | University Offices
Open
7 | Classes Begin
18 | Overnight Caving
Trip, Outdoor Ed.
21 | Community
Service Day
27 | Symphony
Orchestra Concerto
Concert
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Bake at 350 degrees for 7-8 minutes or until bubbly.
Sprinkle with chocolate chips. Bake 3-5 minutes
longer or until chips begin to melt; spread chocolate
evenly over top. Melt white chocolate and shortening
together, then drizzle over toffee. 
  
Chill for 15-20 minutes or until set; break into pieces.
Store in the refrigerator. 
 
 
28 | Student Week of
Prayer Begins  
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Students and Faculty Partner
with Police to Break Down
Barriers 
School of Social Work Poverty Simulation
Southern’s School of Social Work conducted its first poverty simulation this fall in
partnership with the Chattanooga Police Department. In total, 75 students, alumni,
community partners, and police academy cadets participated in the exercise, which
demonstrated what it would be like to live in poverty for a month. 
 
Held at Chattanooga’s Family
Justice Center, the three-hour
exercise consisted of tables
managed by Southern students
representing different entities of
a community, including a bank,
social services offices, schools,
stores, and law enforcement. In
the center of the room, cadets,
students, and community
members each received a
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scenario card and an assumed identity; their goal was to survive while facing social
challenges, such as being denied funding by the bank or threats of eviction from their
home. 
 
Having spent more than three years researching law enforcement in Chattanooga, Kristie
Wilder, JD, dean of the School of Social Work and facilitator of the simulation, saw this as
an ideal way to provide soft skills training to cadets. 
 
“Our research has informed us that members of law enforcement want more trainings on
soft skills,” she said. “Our goal is to respond to this data by providing a training program
that is interdisciplinary and that positions everyone as teachers and learners.” 
  
Caroline Huffaker, victim
services coordinator for the
Chattanooga Police Department,
emphasized the importance of
exposing cadets in the police
academy to diversification and
helping them become well-
rounded police officers. 
 
“This is our first cadet class that
has gone through a poverty
simulation, and we have received great feedback,” Huffaker said. “Moving forward, we will
continue to partner with Southern to conduct simulations that will help our cadets.” 
 
For the participants, the experience was eye opening. 
 
“This simulation made me realize that there are so many people who are just trying to get
by, and our communities take advantage of people living in poverty,” said Denise Angel,
senior social work major. “As a social work student, it helped me see all the outside factors
that impoverished people experience and gave me resources to use so I can help them in
my future career.”  
 
By Oksana Wetmore
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Check out the "Amahl and the Night Visitors" album on Flickr, here!
We Want Your Feedback! 
 
Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Natalie Boonstra 
Panorama Editor
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